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Safety tips on mowers & trimmers 


Every year, 60,500 Americans require hospital emergency room treatment because they have 
been injured by power mowers. An additional 8,400 persons are injured when using power hedge 
trimmers. According to Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), mower accidents follow 2 
primary patterns: (1) injuries caused by direct contact with mower blades & (2) injuries caused 
by objects tossed up from the ground by mowers. 


CPSC issues the following safety tips for avoiding accidents with power mowers: 
Wear sturdy shoes; wear safety glasses to protect eyes. 
Never mow when tired or rushed. 
Before mowing, remove rocks, twigs & other debris by raking lawn thoroughly. 
Before starting, be sure no persons are in area. 
Never remove any safety guards & shields that are attached to mower. 
Start mower carefully; do not stand right beside the discharge chute. 
Always turn mower off, if you must leave it. 
Never pour gas into mower while it is running or when still hot from use (gas should be 
stored in a safety container & kept away from living areas). 
@ Never tip or lift mower while it is running. 
@ Before cleaning discharge chute or doing other maintenance or repair work, turn off mower, 
be sure blades have stopped rotating & disconnect spark plug. 
@ Supervise carefully anyone running mower who is not completely familiar with it. 
e@ For an electric mower: Be certain it is grounded, use a heavy-duty extension cord & never 
mow in wet grass. 


e@ For a riding mower: Be particularly careful on slopes, do not carry extra riders & look to 
the rear before going into reverse. 


CPSC safety tips on hedge trimmers include: 
@ Read instructions; when renting a trimmer, get clear directions & safety guidelines from 
rental agency. 


@ Work carefully & slowly; do not put your free hand anywhere near cutting blade while you 
hold branches of hedge. 

@ Shop for a trimmer that is lightweight & easy to handle. Look for these safety features: 
(1) forward grip handle located above & away from cutting blade & (2) pressure sensitive switch 
that cuts power the moment pressure is released. 


More on mowers: less noise 


A new program to encourage the power lawnmower industry to reduce noise pollution in mower 
engines has been launched by National Bureau of Standards (NBS) & General Services Administra- 
tion (GSA), the agency that purchases supplies for the Federal Government’s use. GSA is count- 
ing on its purchasing power to influence manufacturers to make quieter mowers for everyone. 
GSA has announced it wants to buy 10,000 mowers that will operate at noise levels 50% below the 
levels of mowers now available. The lawnmower project is part of the Experimental Technology 
Incentives Program (ETIP), which is seeking ways for Federal Government to encourage indus- 


try to put technical know-how to work in improving the quality of life & strengthening the econ- 
omy. ETIP is administered by NBS. 





Warnings! 


e HAIR SPRAYS—Food & Drug Administration (FDA) reports Clairol Inc. & Bonat Inc. 
have recalled their hair sprays becaues they contain vinyl chloride, a chemical that has been linked 
to liver cancer. FDA considers the products to be hazardous & a potential threat to life. 


Clairol products are as follows: 
Clairol Summer Blond Hair Spray, 13 oz. (all lots) 
Miss Clairol Hair Spray, 13 oz. (all lots) 


Sybil Ives Dress & Glow Hair Spray, 13 oz. (lots 
A25F3A1, A25F3A2, A25F3A3, A25F3A4, F25- 
F3A1, F25F3A2, F25F3A3, F25F3A4) 


Clairol Firm Direction Hair Spray, 11 oz. (all 6-digit 
codes beginning with H or L & ending in 3A 
or 3B; all 7-digit codes beginning with C or 
D with F8A or S8B in the 4th, 5th or 6th 
positions—for example, “C-- F3A”; all codes 
ending in 2A or 2B) 


Bonat products are as follows: 


Bonat Sure Hold***Beauticians Hairspray*** 13 oz. 
(lots E1-021-B, EB-092-C, EG-142-B, EG-103-C, 
EG-113-C, P-10511, P-10720, P-10901, P-20301, 
P-20727, P-21107, P-30227, P-30629) 

Protein by Bonat***New Unscented***20 oz. (lots 
EL-291-B, EB-152-B, EB-142-C, P-11223, P- 
20511, P-20215, P-21113, P-30321) 

Bonat Perfect Net***Superhold for Hard to Hold 
Hair***13 oz. (lots E-121-C, EG-081-C, EG-091- 
B, PE-082-C, EM-162-B, P-10511, P-10720, P- 
10824, P-20511, P-21106, P-21107, P-30423) 

Bonat Perfect Net***13 oz. (lots EM-201-B, EC-062- 
C, EE-082-B, EK-052-C, EM-052-B, EM-052-C, 
ED-133-C, EG-103-B, P-30628) 

Bonat Lanolin Perfection***Hair Conditioning & 
Dressing***13 oz. (lots EF-031-B, EG-081-B, 
EH-161-C, EH-171-B, EH-181-B, EL-011-B, EM- 
171-B, EC-072-B, ED-142-B, EE-092-B, EG-282- 
C, EK-062-B, EK-062-C, EK-072-C, EM-052-C, 
EM-062-C, EC-243-B, ED-133-C, ED-143-B, EE- 
253-C, EH-313-B, P-20223, P-20525, P-21026) 


Sybil Ives Hold-XXV Hair Spray with Polomer S, 
18 oz. (all lots) 

Clairol Herbal Net Hair Spray, 20 oz. (all 6-digit 
codes beginning with A & ending in 3A or 3B— 
for example, “A —-—-—3A”; also batch 321F3A4) 

Body ’N’ Sheen (hair conditioner) (lots A25F3A1, 
A25F3A2, A25F3A3, A25F3A4, A25F3B3, 
A25F3B4, G02F3A1, G02F3A2, G02F3A3, 
G02F3A4, GO05F3A3, GO0O5F3A4, F14F3A1, 
F14F3A2, F14F3A3, F14F3A4), 

Shining Touch Spray-On Hair Dressing, 15 oz. (all 
lots) 


3onat Enhance Lusterizing Spray***13 oz. (lots EE- 
251-B, EE-181-B, EE-181-C, EJ-141-B, EF-141- 
C, EB-252-C, EE-092-B, EK-102-B, EE-253-B, 
EE-253-C, P-20331, P-20801, P-20802) 

Body & Depth***13 oz. (lots EL-021-B, ED-172-B) 

Dial-A-Spray***13 oz. (lots H-191-B, B-191-C, H- 
201-B, H-211-C, P-10819, P-10820, P-10930, 
1J15WB, 1L02WB, 1LO03WB) 

Protein by Bonat***20 oz. (lots E-111-C, E-121-B, 
EJ-131-B, EJ-131-C, P-10519, P-10520, P-10625, 
P-10628, P-10629, P-10903, 1B18WB, 1C30WB, 
1C31WB, 1L03WB) 

Great Hold Hairspray***Neutral Scent***13 oz. 
lots EM-011-B, P-110227, P-11228, P-11230, P- 
20419, P-20627, 2A13WB, P-21206, P-21209) 

Bio Lustre***Conditioning Lusterizer***12 oz. (lots 
EE-102-B, EM-162-C, EB-094-B, EB-094-C) 

Support***13 oz. (lots P-10708, P-21109) 

Flip***13 oz, (lots P-10708, P-21109) 

Body Wave Mist***13 oz, (lots P-20215, P-20331, 
P20508, P-20816) 


e GOATSKIN PRODUCTS—Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) in cooperation with 
Center for Disease Control warns that goatskin products imported from Haiti or bought during a 
visit to Haiti may be contaminated with anthrax spores. Anthrax is an acute bacterial disease that 
can be fatal to humans if untreated. Consumers can get the disease by touching a product that has 
anthrax spores or by breathing in the spores from a product or by swallowing spores by drinking 
from a product with spores. Typical goatskin items from Haiti are wineskins, bongo drums, has- 
socks, small rugs, wall coverings or mosaics, “balancers,” purses & unfinished goatskin hides. 
CPSC advises consumers with any such product from Haiti to place the product in a plastic bag & 
seal the bag. Call a local or state health department or office to find out how to dispose of the 
product. CPSC warns not to try to sterilize the product, burn it or throw it away because of the 
risk of spreading the spores to oneself or to others. First symptom of anthrax infection is a blis- 
ter or a sore with pus that can develop into a depressed area of dead skin tissue with a dark crust 


or scab. Fever & other symptoms may not appear until the disease is severe. However, the disease 
is not contagious from one person to another. 


@e MOTORCYCLE HELMETS—National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
reports Daytona Sports Co. is recalling all “Daytona 500” motorcycle helmets made before 1967. 
The company has acknowledged reports that the helmets are defective in that they provide less 
protection than desired. “Daytona 500” helmets have an orange colored inner liner (a spongy 
material about half an inch thick) & an exterior trim of stitched vinyl beading. The company will 
replace these helmets with the safer “Daytona 300” free of charge. Send the used “Daytona 500” 
helmet to Daytona Sports Co., P.O. Box 1094, Reseda, CA 91335. Replacement offer depends on 
company’s verification that the helmet was made before May 1967. 
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Supreme Court gives decision on installment purchases . . . 


In a case concerning a state law on repossession, the Supreme Court has restricted protection 
that it previously gave to consumers who buy on installment plans. In its new ruling, the court 
upheld a Louisiana law allowing a creditor to get a court order to seize from a consumer—without 
giving any notice or a hearing—merchandise purchased on credit if the consumer’s payments are 
overdue. This new decision overturns a 1972 Supreme Court ruling that had said that the con- 


sumer in such a case must be notified & allowed to present his case in court before the creditor 
could repossess the merchandise. 


. . . & refuses to review private reduced-fare flights 


The Supreme Court has supported Civil Aeronautics Board’s (CAB) policy to regulate private 
travel clubs that offer reduced air fares. The court gave its support by refusing to review a 
ruling by the 7th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals, which upheld CAB’s right to order a travel club 
to get a commercial plane license even though the club used its own private planes & offered reduced 
fares only to members. Previously, CAB had considered such clubs private & not subject to its 
commercial plane regulations concerning costs & services. CAB changed that policy in 1971. 


Consumer conference 


Office of Consumer Affairs (OCA) will sponsor a national conference for state & local con- 
sumer officials in Washington, June 19-21. Vice President Ford will open the conference in which 
200 to 300 consumer officials will discuss inflation, utility rates, auto repair, landlord & tenant rela- 
tions, emergency assistance during natural disasters, economic crime, uniform consumer complaint 
coding & development of consumer legislation. Virginia Knauer, OCA Director, says the conference 
has 2 main purposes: (1) to improve state & local consumer protection programs through an ex- 
change of information & (2) to explore ways to improve Federal & state consumer programs. 


Mail it today 


Food & Drug Administration (FDA) & Office of Consumer Affairs (OCA) are conducting a 
project to encourage consumers to comment on proposed regulations by Federal agencies. This 
month & July & August, CONSUMER NEWS will print a form in each issue for readers to use to 
comment on an item mentioned in CONSUMER REGISTER. FDA will keep a count of the number of 
forms returned & send the forms to the appropriate agency. The count will be used to determine 
whether to provide forms on a regular basis sometime after the project ends in August. Agencies 
receiving the forms will consider the comments in making decisions about proposed regulations. 


Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to CONSUMER REGISTER, Office of Consumer Affairs, 
Washington, DC 20201. 


This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) — 
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published in Federal Register on (date) —-._ 
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Vehicle safety investigations 


National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has stopped 5 safety investiga- 
tions, suspended 1 study & started to investigate possible defects in 2 Datsun models. NHTSA in- 
vestigates cars, trucks, motorhomes, motorcycles, helmets, tires & child car seats when it receives 
reports of a safety problem. NHTSA studies each problem to find cause & remedy. 


STATUS CASE MAKE & MODEL YEAR COMPONENT POSSIBLE PROBLEM 


New C4-34 Datsun 510 & 1200 1969-71 Fuel vent system & Alleged fuel leakage from plastic 
fuel filler hose 3-way connector in fuel vent sys- 
tem & from the fuel filler hose 
C4-35 Datsun 510 1968-71 Transverse link Alleged cracking or breakage of 
transverse link due to improper 
shipping procedures 
Volkswagen: Seat & seat track Seat track separation during acci- 
Type I Sedan dent. CONCLUSION: Investiga- 
(Beetle) tion revealed no seating system de- 
fect related to vehicle safety. 
General Motors: Rear suspension tie rod Failure may cause loss of car con- 
Chevrolet Biscayne trol. CONCLUSION: _Investiga- 
tion failed to indicate existence of 
a safety related defect within the 
meaning of the National Traffic & 
Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966. 
Stopped American Motors Torque control Insufficient control on critical fas- 
Corp.: all models teners, CONCLUSION: No safety 
related defect within meaning of 
1966 law. 
Stopped Chrysler Corp.: 7 Upper control arm Low or insufficient torque control. 
Plymouth Valiant CONCLUSION: No safety related 
defect within meaning of 1966 law. 
Stopped Kantwet Co.: various Child seating system Sharp edges may injure child. 
various models CONCLUSION: In view of recall 
by Questor Corp., NHTSA is 
stopping its study. 
Suspended Toyota Land 975 Heater hose & gas Routing of hoses through vehicle 
March 31 Cruiser tank interior & location of tank, In- 
vestigation suspended unless there 
is new evidence. 


Consumers with any of the problems with the above makes & models may give NHTSA useful 
information by writing to Office of Consumer Affairs, Transportation Dept., Washington, DC 
20590. Include make, model, year, serial number & facts relating to problem. 
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